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Nine groups have come forward as candidates for the construction of a big wind farm on
the left bank of the Scheldt in the Antwerp harbour. The candidates are electricity
suppliers Electrabel and SPE Luminus, green energy suppliers Ecopower and Air
Energy, the engineering consortium Linea Trovata and Flemish solar power market
leader, Enfinity (in collaboration with its Chinese partner CECEP Wind Power and
Enervest, the Ghent renewable energy specialist) have all made their mark in this
sector. The remaining candidates include a joint venture between Colruyt and NPG
Energy and 'Green Port Antwerp' (Groene Haven Antwerpen), a temporary joint venture
between Electrawinds and Polders Investment Fund, Vleemo (wind farm builder on the
right bank) and Asperavi, the green energy company owned by the Flemish
municipalities. The final contender is the Dutch wind farm operator Raedthuys Holding.
The initiators behind the wind farm on the left bank – the municipal port company,
Gemeentelijke Havenbedrijf Antwerpen and the Left Bank Development Company
(Maatschappij Linkerscheldeoever MLSO) – will compile a shortlist of not more than five
candidates by February. The latter will then be given the opportunity to submit a
detailed plan based on specifications. It is expected that a final candidate will be
nominated by midyear, and if all goes according to plan, the first wind turbines will be
ready in 2012. With its 55 wind turbines, this will be the biggest onshore wind farm in
Belgium. A new partnership will be forged for the operation and financing, with the
industrial partner receiving a 25% interest, and the MLSO and the Municipal Port
Authority (Gemeentelijke Havenbedrijf) receiving a joint 75% holding. The future of the
project depends largely on Belgocontrol, which is responsible for air traffic above
Belgium and Belgian airports and the strict control of the building of wind farms in close
proximity to airports. The Municipal Port Authority (Gemeentelijke Havenbedrijf) plans to
conduct an independent “airspace study” in an attempt to counter any possible
objections from Belgocontrol against the left-bank project. The study is set for
completion within six months.

